
Bulldogs Collapse in Second Half 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 The Golden Plains High School Boys Basketball team played an incredibly close 
first half game against the St. Francis Indians on December 18 in Rexford, but they 
collapsed under the Indian’s pressure in the second half to finish with a 76-49 loss in their 
final game before the holiday break. 
 “This is the best half we’ve had so far,” said senior Andrew Luna of the first two 
quarters of Bulldog action. “We need to work on finishing and playing tougher with the 
ball.”  The Bulldogs jumped to a 17-15 lead by the end of the first quarter thanks in part 
to aggressive play and multiple steals from Jose Bermudez and Tristan Schwarz.   

The boys continued hard in the second with an early hard fought basket from 
Schwarz.  Two free shots from Joseph Koerperich and another 3-pointer from Schwarz 
gave the Bulldogs a 24-18 lead before the Indians went on the warpath. They quickly tied 
the game up at 24 with just over three minutes until the half.  A free throw from Grant 
Spresser regained the Bulldog lead only the have the Indians tie it up once more.  With 
just over a minute remaining, the Indians made several quick shots to gain a 31-25 lead at 
the buzzer. 

The Indians stepped on the floor in the second half and took advantage of the 
Bulldogs frustration of not hitting their shots and quickly extended their lead by adding 
25 points to the Bulldogs 10 in the third.  The Bulldogs continued to work together as a 
team and hustle on the floor and managed to add 14 points more in the fourth but were 
forced to foul to try and regain possession of the ball.  This attempt led to two senior 
players fouling out of the game for the Bulldogs and the Indians were successful at the 
line making 10 of their 15 attempts to win the game 76-49. 

Tristan Schwarz led the team with 19 points against the Indians.  Joseph 
Koerperich added 8 points to the final score along with Jose Bermudez-5, Andrew Luna-
4, Shane Ryburn-4, Koi Wessel-4, Grant Spresser-3, and Braden Korte-2.  They played a 
incredibly aggressive game as they totaled up 16 steals in the game with 7 from 
Bermudez, 2 each from Luna, Ryburn, Spresser, and Schwarz, and 1 by Koerperich. 
“We’re playing better for longer periods of time.  The boys work very hard.”  Said Coach 
Mike Doll.   “Our schedule in the first part of the season has been very tough including 
competing against 2 state ranked teams.”  “We will continue to work on toughness and on 
our rebounding,” added Doll.  “As we continue to work hard, we can have a winning 
record after the break.”  The Bulldogs go into the break with a 1-5 record and will reopen 
at home on December 4 against Brewster/Triplains. 


